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Forward Operating Base Shank, Afghanistan – 
The weather is growing warmer as the Georgia 
Agribusiness Development Team II continues to 
serve the Afghan people. With projects ranging 
from watersheds designed to help retain snowmelt 
and replenish the underground aquifer, to 
agriculture staff training projects where GA ADT II 
provides training to equip local Afghan government 
leaders to teach their own people, GA ADT II is 
expanding its impact in Logar and Wardak. 

 

Agriculture Mission Continues 
With The Arrival Of Summer 

June marks the start of 15-day R&R leave for Soldiers, and 
with Soldiers beginning to travel home on leave everyone in 

GA ADT II is rising to the 
challenge of completing 
the same missions, only 
now with fewer people. 
However morale is high 
as ADT Soldiers continue 
to maintain high 

standards of professionalism and proficiency. GA ADT II has 
established itself in the region as the example to follow. In 
other news the gym / fitness center is coming along nicely. 
Pending the arrival of tin roofing and other weatherproofing 
supplies, the electrical wiring and AC installation will 
conclude a project that is a testament to the determination 
and caliber of all the members of GA ADT II.  

As we look forward to July 4th, remember that freedom is 
not free, as we celebrate the independence of our great 
nation. 

“Sowing Freedom” 

“GA ADT II is expanding 
its impact in Logar and 

Wardak” 
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For GA ADT II Soldiers, June started the first cycles of R&R Leave.  As 
Soldiers begin to trickle home over the next eight months, 
understanding the leave process and proper preparation and will 
ensure that leave is a welcome and rewarding hiatus from deployment. 
The journey begins with a flight from FOB Shank to Bagram Airfield, 
where Soldiers await a connecting flight to Kuwait. In Kuwait Soldiers 
connect for an 16+ hour flight to the Atlanta Airport.  Since the majority 
of the trip home is dependant on weather, available space, and the 
availability of connecting flights, it is important to understand that your 
Soldiers tentative leave dates hinge on a myriad of moving pieces. Not 
to worry, delay days do not count against leave time, even if delayed, 
the allotted 15 days do not start until the Soldier arrives in Atlanta.  
Upon arrival to Atlanta Soldiers are allowed to arrange for personal 
transportation or the military will connect them to their airport of choice. 
Georgia soldiers often chose to seek alternate forms of transportation 
because of the wait associated with yet another connecting flight. 
Following are a few tips to help minimize stress and maximize your time 
with your Soldier:  

1) Communicate expectations ahead of time about how you would like 
to spend the time that you are together. In phone calls, e-mails, or 
letters, share ideas and plans of what you would like to do.  

2) Don't over-schedule yourselves. Most Soldiers appreciate just being 
home and being with family at this time. Resist the temptation to do too 
much. A short vacation or 
scheduled activities are 
healthy, but a full fifteen 
days worth of plans can lead 
to stress.  

3) Although this is a time of 
relaxation and rest it is 
important that Soldiers 
continue to maintain healthy 
diet and light exercise, as 
well as minimizing alcohol 
consumption. Continuing these healthy habits will help maintain mental 
and physical wellbeing. 

4) Understand that the second goodbye is oftentimes as hard as the 
first, and keep in mind that children may have a hard time 
understanding why mom or dad has to go again. 

From everyone here at GA ADT II we hope that you enjoy your 
precious time with your loved ones, and the Soldiers can return 
refreshed and ready for the mission! More R&R information as well 
as a list of resources is available from Military OneSource under the 
“Military & Deployments” section of militaryonesource.com Specific 
questions can be e-mailed to SGT Mary Petty at: 
mary.petty2@us.army.mil 

Preparing For Your Soldier’s 
R&R Leave 

14 JUNE 2012 FOB Shank, Afghanistan  – In honor of the US 
Army’s 237th Birthday some 120+ soldiers ran / rucked / walked their 
way through a grueling 10-mile course over improved dirt and gravel 
roads located at 6500 ft. above sea level. Congratulations to the 
following ADT Soldiers who completed the 10-Miler. (Pictured above 
from left to right) SSG Hoopes, SSG Benbrooks, TSgt. Jorgensen, 
MSG McElwee, SGM Sharpe, MSG Young, LTC Silver, COL 
McGalliard, LTC Snowden, SGM Willis, SSG Walker, SGT Hitchcock. 

“Understanding and proper 
preparation will ensure that 
leave is a welcome hiatus 

from the deployment.” 

GA ADT II Soldiers complete Army 
10-Miler Commemorating the 

Army’s 237th Birthday 
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Brian Walker  
Hometown: Richmond 

Hill, GA MOS: 12B3V – 
Ranger/Sapper 
Qualified Combat 
Engineer Work: PTAE 
Trainer at Ft. Stewart 
Favorite Activities:  

Church, weightlifting, 
playing with my son 

and Call of Duty Stuck on a desert island 

with one book: Romans or anything 
John Eldridge, one movie: Over movies 
I prefer watching Banister make a fool 
of himself  music: Anything but country 
or rap. Favorite thing about this 

deployment: Impacting the Afghan 
people in Logar, also, the gym that GA 
ADT II is building. A band of rednecks 
from GA turned nothing into something 
amazing. Crazy Fact: I am so cheap I 
once took my wife to the chow hall for 
a lunch date....but we had just finished 
working out together at hunter army 
airfield, so yes it was convenient!! 

Rob Summerell Hometown: 
Savannah, GA MOS: 21B-Combat 
Engineer Work: PTAE Trainer at Ft. 

Stewart 
Favorite 
Activities: 
Driving. 
Shooting 
sports. 
Drinking on 
the Beach, 
Downtown, 

and at Parties.  Hanging out with 
friends. Stuck on a desert island with 
one TV Show: How I Met Your 
Mother, one Movie: Bad Boys I and 
II music: Rap, Rock, Dubstep 
Favorite thing about this deployment: 
The Secfor Team. That was what 
sold me for this deployment. 
Spending a year working with 
hardworking, motivated friends! 
Crazy Fact: At 4 yrs old, living in FL. 
My babysitter discovered me in the 
fairway, naked and armed with a 
cowboy revolver hunting for gators 
in the pond. Some 20 odd years 
later...nothing has changed. 

Nathan Ellison Hometown: Las 
Magaritas, Southern Mexico MOS: 
11B3P -- Airborne Infantry School: 
Mercer University, Nursing Class of 
2014 Activities: Mexican ball-in-a-
cup( Duh!!) Stuck on a desert island 
with one movie: Anything comedy 
genre music: Punk/Metal  book: 
"The Shame of the Nation: The 
Restoration of Apartheid Schooling 
in America" by Jonathan Kozol 
Favorite thing about this deployment: 
The new "rec room" I put together 
in my tent by making bunk beds in 
the other room! So much room for 
activities!! Crazy Fact: Once 
convinced my church singles class 
to go skinny-dipping in Willow 
Lake (Alaska) during our church 
"College and Career" Sunday 
School camping trip. 

Soldiers of the Month 
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1LT Robert M. Rushton, Platoon 
Leader  

As you may be aware, GA ADT II is 
comprised of three sections; 
Headquarters, Agriculture Team, and the 
Security Force or SECFOR.  
Headquarters and the Agriculture Team 
spend the majority of their days chained 
to their desks in the Tactical Operations 
Center working on personnel issues, 
project management, and various other 
exciting endeavors from which I try to 
distance myself.  What then does 
SECFOR do?  I’m glad you asked. 

Your Soldier on the SECFOR spends their 
days not in an office, but instead under the 
sun and stars of southeastern Afghanistan.  
Drivers training in Fifty-one thousand pound 
armored four-wheel drive tactical vehicles, 
firing belt fed automatic weapons to 
maintain proficiency, constructing a 1,000 
square foot gym, filling sandbags, 
conducting PT, medical 
training, standing guard 
on the perimeter of our 
base, ensuring the 
American Flag is raised 
and lowered each day, 
mission preparation, 
conducting missions, 
reset and recovering equipment after 
missions are complete…all typical activities 
during a week on the SECFOR.  

To be fair, I do spend my fair share of time 
in the office.  However, my office hours are 
devoted to mission preparation.  Collecting 
as much information about our current 
operating environment is key to the 
performance of my job, keeping your Soldier 
safe. How do I accomplish that? I’m glad 
you asked. 

I am a glorified manager.  I keep 
accountability of Soldiers and equipment. 
Sounds simple huh? It really is.  Seriously, I 
have the most experienced and professional 
NCO core in the Army at my disposal.  
These NCOs are my boots on the ground 
that execute the plans I devise in the office 

and supervise the day-to-day operations 
of your Soldier.  Often I consult them 
during the planning phase for their 
extensive knowledge.  This tends to 
apply a reality check to all plans and 
keep a Lieutenant from making the 
mistakes Soldiers like to joke about.  

 

I do attribute some 
amount of the 
SECFORs success 
to my awesome 
moustache, but the 
real credit goes to 
the NCOs and 

Soldiers I have on the team. As you read 
this some of your Soldiers have returned 
home on leave. I hope you enjoy your all 
too short time with them.  Tell them all I 
say hello and look forward to their 
return…I’m having to work extra hard 
without them! 

HOOAH, 

LT 

Last, First RANK 
GA ADT II 
FOB Shank (East) 
APO, AE 09364 

Mailing Address 

“Your Soldier spends their 
days under the sun and 

stars of southeastern 
Afghanistan.” 

SECFOR 
Commander’s 
Comments 
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