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Forward Operating Base Shank, Afghanistan -- Another 
month has passed and the Soldiers of GA ADT II have come 
through the summer heat in pretty good shape.  We are all 
looking forward to seeing the first snow on the mountaintops 
that surround FOB Shank, a sign of cooler weather and 
another step closer to completing our mission.  Despite the 
heat of the summer, the Soldiers of GA ADT II have been quite 
busy.     

As the situation in Afghanistan changes, so does the focus of 
the ADT.   As our deployment has moved forward, the mission 
has flexed more towards mentorship and training our Afghan 
counterparts.  The Agriculture Team continues to work on 
sustainable projects that the Afghan farmer can benefit from 
long after we leave.  GA ADT II does not plant the crops.  
Instead, we enable the Afghan farmer through a sharing of 

GA ADT II Going Strong As 
Mission Continues 

knowledge, training and mentorship. “GA ADT II is working to 
assist and educate the local farmers in Logar and Wardak 
Provinces.  Our successes are due to mentoring local 
agriculture officials who in turn pass what they have learned on 
to the area farmers. We always want to place an Afghan face 
out front with our assistance,” said Colonel Craig M. 
McGalliard, Team Commander. 

Finally, just like home, we 
are all excited about the 
start of football season.  To 
celebrate, GA ADT II 
installed several flagpoles 
on the ‘crow’s nest’.  Flying 
proudly are the colors of the 
University of Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, Georgia 
Southern, University of 
Florida, Iowa, and the University of Alabama.  There are a few 
more Universities that need to be represented so more 
flagpoles are on the way.   

“SOWING FREEDOM”  / “REAPING VICTORY” 

“We always want to 
place an Afghan 

face out front with 
our assistance” 
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SFC Bryan Neal, and SSG Nicholas Ives were recently 
presented with a certificate of appreciation from the civilian 
contract company, IAP Worldwide Services. The IAP 

commemoration 
was given for 
exemplary courage 
and selfless 
service displayed 
by members of GA 
ADT II during a 
time of crisis. Said 

SFC Neal, “I accept this award on behalf 
of all of SECFOR.  This is exemplary of the high standards 
and personal courage held by all SECFOR members” 

Recently nine GA ADT II Soldiers traveled to Camp Phoenix, 
Kabul to participate in a German Shooting competition known 
as Schützenschnur (Pronounced shoot-
sen-snurs )The history of 
the Schützenschnur 
dates back to the 
Eighty Years' War 
where Spanish 
troops carried ropes 
over one soldier to 
hang Dutch troops. 
Awarding a cord as a 
decoration began in the 
early 18th century in Prussia under 
Frederick William I of Prussia. The cord awarded to ADT II 
Soldiers to be worn over the right shoulder is one of the only 
foreign military awards authorized for wear on the U.S. Army 

Congratulations are in order for the newest round of 
promotions in GA ADT II. On a sunny summer day in 
Afghanistan GA ADT II formed up to recognize newly 

promoted, SGT Reese Holman, SGT Chris Langston, 
SGT Caleb Moore, and SFC Kerre 
Benbrooks. 
Promotion is 
always a 
significant 
time in a 
Soldiers 
career, 
and what 
better 
place to 
be 
promoted than while actively 
deployed in the defense of the United States of America. 
After the promotions members of the SECFOR platoon 
formed the well-known ‘gauntlet’, where newly promoted 
Soldiers run through a line of their peers as 
congratulations are expressed in a more physical form. 

Exciting News From GA ADT II  

Soldiers, Airmen, and DA Civilians of GA ADT II were 
recently awarded the official GA ADT II coin. The 
limited edition coin, designed by SGT Reese Holman, 

features the 265th RSG, 173rd Airborne, and 
1st Armor Division patches, Colonel and 

Command Sergeants Major rank, Army, 
Air Force, and Civilian 

Expeditionary Workforce seals, 
the National Guard 
Minuteman, and an individual 
serial number. 
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Cameron Hardin Age: 23 Hometown: 

Eastman, GA MOS: 19D – Cavalry Scout 
School: Valdosta State University Favorite 

Activities:  fratting hard, all sports, 
intramurals, dancing like Michael Jackson 
(I know all his moves) Stuck on a desert 

island with one book: The Great Gatsby one 

movie: Forest Gump music: John Mayer 
and anything with good guitar TV Show: 
Big  Favorite thing about this deployment: 

The camaraderie, seriously its like summer 
camp with mortars Crazy Fact: Once broke 
every bone in my face in a car wreck in 
High School. Currently have a plastic 
cheekbone and silicone in my face. 

James 
Brooks 
Hometown: 

Hartford, AL 
Branch: 

Logistics 
Work: AL 
Forestry 
Department  -
Forestry 

specialist/fighting fires Favorite 

Activities: Hunting, Fishing, drinking 
Mountain Dew, Bow-fishing 
(well…somebody stole all my bows), 
time with the kids Stuck on a desert 

island with one book: “Well…I was 
talking about Macbeth yesterday, 
but that’s not my favorite” TV Show: 

River Monsters one Movie: Predator 
(1st one) music: Jake Owens Favorite 

thing about this deployment: Not 
having to work in Logistics Crazy 

Fact: Once jumped over two trucks 
on my ATV and busted my jaw 
because two girls dared me to.  I 
was definitely drinking Mountain 
Dew at the time. 

Shannon Ewing Age: 45 Hometown: 
Monroe, GA MOS: DOD Civilian Work:  
GA National Guard Electronic Security 
Systems Manage Activities: Motorcycle 
riding (dirt/road), Building/fixing things, 
playing with my kids Stuck on a desert 
island with one movie: The Matrix tv 
show: Big Bang Theory music: Rush 
book: The Bible Favorite thing about this 
deployment: The people, and I’m a 
people person Crazy Fact: I have a fear 
of cotton balls, and squeaky dry 
sand…more technically tactile 
defensiveness. I leave the room when 
my wife opens new pill bottles, and 
walk by myself in dry sand. 

Soldiers of the Month 
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Hello everyone!  I have the privilege of writing to 
you this month about the “heart and soul” of GA 
ADT II.  Last month, I believe LTC Snowden told 
you about the “brains” of the operation here, the 
S-3 Shop. The month before, 1LT Rushton 
(Cowboy 6) told you about the exploits of the 
Security Force (SecFor) Platoon.  Well, then there 
is the Agriculture Team (AG Team), the “heart & 
soul” of GA ADT II. 

The AG Team consists of ten pretty cool folks 
plus a couple of very special team members who 
support us in what we do.  We are located in 
three locations here in Logar and Wardak 
planning, supervising, and building agriculture 
projects along with mentoring and coaching local 
Afghan Agriculture Government officials (GIRoA). 

CPT James Brooks and SSG Nathan Ellison work 
at FOB Airborne in Northern Wardak Province.  
CPT Homer J. Wright III works at COP Sayad 
Abad in Southern Wardak.  These guys do a great 
job working with local Afghan officials, the 173rd 
ABCT Task Force, and our other U.S. Government 
partners to help make Afghanistan better.  SGM 
Jay Sharpe, SSG Darrin Ryan, and SGT Mary 
Petty work here on FOB Shank overseeing our 

work in Logar Province.  TSgt Kody 
Jorgensen and SSgt Zachery Williams 

are our VET Techs.  They go out and teach the 
AG Extension Agents and local Vets about 
livestock care, nutrition, and recently, fecal 
analysis.  Yes, poop is important to livestock 
people!    

I have two Department of the Army (DA) 
civilians on the team.  Mr. Shannon Ewing is 
our CERP Manager.  He works on all of the 
project packets, manages the financial actions 
required to pay contractors, and makes sure all 
of our information about what we do is loaded 

into a program called CIDNE.   He works very hard 
making sure all of the paperwork for the projects is 
correct and the money needed to pay our contractors 
is available.  Some days are very 
long for Shannon, but he does it 
with great enthusiasm and verbal 
agility! 

Our newest team member is Ms. 
Carmen Benson.  She was formally 
SGT Benson from GA ADT I.  She 
has returned and just in time!  She 
will be working to build agricultural 
associations and take over our Women’s Initiative 
Training Team (WITT) from me.  Our WITT projects 
have been a great success and provide greater 
promise of making a positive impact on the Afghans 
than anything else we do.  Carmen will do a great job, 
just as she did with ADT I. 

The other hero’s of the AG Team are our linguists.  
Ahmed is quiet and patient, but provides us with a 
valuable support translating documents and going on 
missions.  Sara is our newest linguist.  She is very 
experienced and is working on the radio providing 
education on Afghan and Islamic culture and women’s 

rights in the Afghan Constitution. 

Our one other team member is known to us as 
“Mama”, “Auntie”, or “the boss”.  Suraya has 
been working with ADTs here in for almost three 
years.  She has a passion and drive to see her 
former country regain peace and a strong desire 
to assist Afghan women have a better life.  She is 
the driving force behind our successful WITT 
program and projects.  Suraya is the real “heart & 
soul” of what we do here. 

So you ask, “What is it you guys do there?”  We 
work with local Afghan agriculture officials like 
the Director of Agriculture, Irrigation, and 
Livestock (DAIL) and his staff to improve the 
agricultural production, marketing, and business 
in our area of operation.  We develop, plan, and 

manage agriculture projects 
that value approximately $3 
million dollars.  We teach 
livestock care, AG business 
management, marketing, 
horticulture, water 
management, and many 
other agriculture topics to 
Afghan locals and the DAIL 
staffs.  We are building 

women’s associations that will allow Afghan 
women to learn how to earn a little money to 
support their families and grow food to get them 
through the winter.   

Now for the most important part, the explanation 
of what I do every day.  Let’s just say that 
herding cats is probably rather easy compared to 
keeping these guys in check.  But, we work hard 
every day to try and make life here a little bit 
better for the farmers, women, and people of 
Logar and Wardak Provinces, and we try to have 
a little fun while we’re at it. 

“The Agriculture 
Team is the ‘heart 

and soul’ of GA 
ADT II” 

LTC Farrell’s Comments 
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