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O Give Thanks For Snow 

For Thanksgiving in Afghanistan the base chow halls 
pulled out all the stops. Soldiers enjoyed roasted turkey 
and dressing along with a cornucopia of other traditional 
fares including: roasted ham, Cajun gumbo, and pumpkin 
pie. Thanksgiving in Afghanistan is a bittersweet time. 
Bitter because of the separation from our loved ones, but 
also sweet because of the safety and blessings that have 
been given to us. In an informal meeting ADT II Soldiers 
began spitballing things that they were thankful for. The 
list went on and on: warm tents, personal rooms, the best 
living area on FOB Shank, internet and phones to 
communicate with home, great camaraderie and our own 
gym.  As the list continued to grow Soldiers took time to 
reflect on all that we have to be thankful for. 

Recently GA ADT II started the process of coming home 
by packing up our tough-boxes (pictured above) to send 
home on the “slow-boat”. It was a small but symbolic 
step closer to being home with our families in February. 
But until that time there is still work to be done for the 
Afghan people, preparations to make for ADT III, and of 
course snowballs to throw. 

“Sowing Freedom” / “Reaping Victory” 

Forward Operating Base Shank, Logar, Afghanistan-- Greetings 
again from Georgia ADT II! Change is in the air. Winter set in early 
as the first snow fell in Logar the last week of November. Members 
of GA ADT II have been busy keeping up with winter’s onslaught. 
This includes putting giant tarps over vehicles, snow chains for the 
Gators, and salting down all the walkways and decks. Just to be 
fair, these good ole’ Georgia boys and girls had rock salt spread out 
on the deck weeks before the snow showed up. Additionally there 
have been some unconfirmed reports of snowball skirmishes 
breaking out in the GA ADT II living area. Reportedly a water balloon 
launcher will also work with snowballs. However no one from the 
SECFOR platoon was available to comment on said shenanigans. 

“Remember, remember the 8th of November.” ADT II Soldiers and 
Airmen (pictured below) participated in a 10 hour, 5-mile relay race, 
the “Running of the Herd”, to commemorate the more than 1,700 
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team Soldiers killed in action from 
Vietnam to the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Left to 
Right: SFC Underhill, SSG Walker, MSG Mcelwee, TSG Jorgensen, 
SGT Hitchcock, SSG Persun, and SGT Caldwell running 5-mile laps, 
completed over 50 miles in 10 hours, and represented GA ADT II 
amongst more than 30 teams that participated. 
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Michael Banister Hometown: 
Springfield, GA MOS: 11B – 
Infantry Work: PTAE Trainer at Ft. 
Stewart Favorite Activities:  Lifting 
weights, playing with my kids 
Stuck on a desert island with one 
movie: Pumping Iron (1977) music: 
R & B TV Show: Sons of Anarchy 
book: Asked Banister if he had a 
favorite book…“No” Favorite thing 
about this deployment: Meeting new 
people and adding to my military 
‘family’ Crazy Fact: Has two metal 
plates in his face from a baseball 
injury. Also, favorite quote and 
response to most questions: 
“TALK TO THE BUTT” 

Mary Petty Hometown: Seiad Valley, 
CA MOS: 42A – Human Resources 
Specialist Work: Teaching High School 
Social Studies Favorite Activities: 
Hiking, Learning, Reading, Parasailing, 
Scuba Diving Stuck on a desert island 
with one book: Gooberz TV Show: Any 
History Channel show Movie: The 
Notebook music: Country Favorite thing 
about this deployment: Learning about 
new cultures Crazy Fact: Once flashed 
the silent guards at Westminster 
Abbey and made one of them crack a 
smile. 

Bob Persun Hometown: Savannah, GA 
MOS: 12N – Heavy Equipment 
Operator Work: PTAE Trainer at Ft. 
Stewart Favorite Activities: Sports, 
Videogames, Snowboarding, 
Exercising, Cars Stuck on a desert 
island with one book: Anything by 
Louis L’Amore TV Show: The Walking 
Dead Movie: The new Batman Trilogy 
music: Alternative/Metal Favorite thing 
about this deployment: The group of 
guys and the gym that we built Crazy 
Fact: Once while snowboarding I 
completely broke my radius and ulna. 
After the two hour ride to the hospital 
with no pain meds, the doctor looked 
at the x-ray and told me that at some 
point my wrist had to have touched 
my elbow. 

Soldiers of the Month 
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Whitney Anderson Hometown: 
Rome, GA MOS: 68W – Combat 
Medic School: Kennesaw State 
University Favorite Activities: 
Swimming, Listening to Music, 
Learning about Medicine Stuck on a 
desert island with one book: The Giver 
movie: Green Mile music: All kinds / 
Eclectic / Sigur Rós TV Show: 
Portlandia Favorite thing about this 
deployment: Opportunity to discover 
personal strengths / weaknesses, 
and being able to work with the Field 
Surgical Team Crazy Fact:  While 
partying at the Darlington Raceway 
in South Carolina, broke into the pit 
area and proceeded to berate Jeff 
Gordon during the pre-race 
ceremonies. 

Caleb Moore 
Hometown: 
Rome, GA 

MOS: 68W – Combat Medic School: 
Business Management - KSU Favorite 
Activities: Fishing, Drinking, Watching my 
superiors get yelled at, Golf Stuck on a 
desert island with one book: IDK…but I 
really hate The Great Gatsby TV Show: 
Homeland one Movie: Legends of the Fall 
music: George Strait Favorite thing about 
this deployment: Waking up every 
morning to see what kind of trouble 
Wexel or Anderson has gotten into Crazy 
Fact: One night while getting into bed 
after a night of partying was convinced 
by friends to continue partying and road 
tripped to the only place still rocking: 
Naw’lins. After a 9 hour trip, arrived in 
New Orleans at 10AM the next morning 
to discover that even the Cajuns had 
called it a night. 

Chris Langston Hometown: 
Rockmart, GA MOS: 11B - Infantry 
Work: Hopefully a PTAE Trainer at 
Ft. Stewart Favorite Activities: Golf, 
Fishing, Drinking, Spending time 
with my lovely Wife Stuck on a 
desert island with one book: Hunger 
Games Series movie: Grandma’s 
Boy music: Rock TV Show: The 
Walking Dead Favorite thing about 
this deployment: Having my own 
room with interwebs and a real 
bed Crazy Fact: I hate mayonnaise 
SO bad that I usually lie and tell 
people that I am allergic to it. Most 
of my friends and family are 
convinced that I have a legitimate 
mayonnaise allergy. 

Soldiers of the Month 
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To the families and friends of GA ADT II, 

It’s hard to believe eight months have 
passed since I penned a few comments to 
place in the unit’s first Afghanistan 
newsletter. The time has truly flown by for 
our team. Our last group of Soldiers is 
preparing to depart FOB Shank for R&R 
leave. We they return we will have about 
60 days before we pass the keys to the 
201st GA ADT III. Over these past eight 
months the 265th GA ADT II has been the 
benchmark by which other units are 
measured. Our entire team is recognized 
by the other units on FOB Shank as simply 
the most professional unit period. 

Team members have performed courageously 
in carrying out missions in some of the most 
kinetic areas in all of Afghanistan. The GA ADT 
II Ag section has excelled in providing 
agriculture expertise to the local farmers and 
governmental agriculture directors and their 
respective staffs. Our SECFOR team is quickly 
approaching its 100th mission outside the wire 
while providing protection for our agricultural 
specialists and command team. They are 
simply the best at what they do! Finally, our 
support staff has also been hard at work to 
ensure our Soldiers, Airmen, and DA Civilians 
have everything they need to do their jobs and 
are recognized for their accomplishments. All 
team members regardless of their position 
have shown extreme courage during indirect 
fire attacks on FOB Shank (i.e. “ROCKET 
CITY”). On numerous 
occasions, your brave 
Soldiers/Airmen/Civilians 
have been the first on scene 
to provide first aid to 
wounded Soldiers and 
contractors even while the 
threat of additional incoming 
rounds remained. Their 
heroic actions have saved 
lives on FOB Shank. 

Our focus has been to get the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GIRoA) 
agriculture officials to take the leading role in 
supporting the local farmers in Logar and 
Wardak Provinces. I believe we have been 
successful in this endeavor. For the first time, 
GIRoA is not depending solely on Coalition 
Forces to support agricultural projects in 
Logar and Wardak. We have also seen 
success in the development of a number of 

Women’s Associations throughout 
Logar and Wardak. These associations 
are intended to provide the area 
women with modest business and 
economic opportunities in order to 
provide additional income and food to 
support their families. 

 While our focus has been on 
agricultural support and protecting the 
unit principals, we have found time to 
do other things like improving our living 
and work areas by building a 100-foot 
continuous wood deck through the 
living area with multiple porches and 
outdoor lighting, building a cross-fit 
gym, cooking more BBQs than any 
other unit on FOB Shank, having Friday 
night movie events, and establishing 

the inaugural FOB 
Shank/World Corn 
Hole Tournament. 
We have a well-
earned reputation 
amongst our active 

component 
brothers for giving 
110% whether it 
involves work or 
play. 

GA ADT II remains the best small unit I 
have ever been associated with in my 
35 years of military service. We are 
small in numbers but not in what we 
have accomplished since arriving in late 
March 2012. It is my honor and 
privilege to command this elite team of 
National Guard men and women. I look 
forward to giving your loved one back 
to you in February 2013. 

“Our entire team is 
recognized by the other 
units on FOB Shank as 

simply the most 
professional unit 

period.” 
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  Last, First RANK 
GA ADT II 
FOB Shank (East) 
APO, AE 09364 

ADT Mailing Address 


